
En g lish  
Ph r a sa l Ve r b s

Colu m e la  H ig h  S ch ool
Cá d iz (S p a in )



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B E AB OU T TO

-e s t a r a  p u n t o  d e  
-I w a s  a b o u t  t o  le a ve  t h e  

h o u s e  w h e n  m y frie n d s  
a rrive d .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B E OU T OF 

- q u e d a rs e  s in
We 're  o u t  o f  e g g s  s o  w e  

c a n 't  m a k e  a n  o m e le t t e .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B E OVER

-t e rm in a rs e
• Wh e n  t h e  fo o t b a l l  m a t c h  

w a s  o ve r,  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  
p u b .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B LOW U P  

- e s t a l la r ( u n a  
b o m b a )

• Th e  b o m b  b le w  u p  k i l l in g  
s ix p e o p le .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B LOW U P  

- in fla r
• We  b le w  u p  a t  le a s t  a  

h u n d re d  b a l lo o n s  fo r t h e  
Ch ris t m a s  p a rt y.



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B REAK D OWN

-a ve ria rs e
• M y c a r b ro k e  d o w n  o n  

t h e  w a y t o  M o t ri l .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B REAK D OWN  
-d e rru m b a rs e  

e m o c io n a lm e n t e  
• H e  b ro k e  d o w n  in  t e a rs  

w h e n  h e  h e a rd  t h e  b a d  
n e w s .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• B REAK U P
- Te rm in a r ( u n a  re la c ió n )  

c o n  a lg u ie n  
• Aft e r f ive  ye a rs  o f  

re la t io n s h ip ,  t h e y b ro k e  
u p .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• CALL OFF  

- c a n c e la r a lg o



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• FIN D  OU T 

- a ve rig u a r,  
d e s c u b rir



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET ALON G

 – l le va rs e  b ie n  



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET AWAY

 - e s c a p a rs e

 



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET AWAY WITH

- e s c a p a r s in  
c a s t ig o ,  l ib ra rs e

  



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET B ACK 
• - vo lve r,  re g re s a r
•  Cin d e re l la  h a d  t o  g e t  

b a c k  b y t w e lve  o 'c lo c k .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET B Y 
•  -  s o b re vivir,  
d e fe n d e rs e

•   Ca n  h e  g e t  b y in  
En g lis h  o r d o  w e  n e e d  a  
t ra n s la t o r?



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET IN ( TO)

 - e n t ra r 
• I lo s t  m y k e ys  a n d  s o  I 

c o u ld n 't  g e t  in t o  t h e  
h o u s e .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET OFF 
• - b a ja r  ( d e  u n  a u t o b ú s ,  

t re n )  - Yo u  h a ve  t o  g e t  
o ff  t h e  b u s  a t  t h e  n e xt  
s t o p  i f  yo u  w a n t  t h e  
s t a t io n .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET ON  
- s u b ir ( a  u n  a u t o b ú s ,  

t re n ,  m o t o )
• Qu ic k !  Ge t  o n  t h e  t ra in ,  

i t 's  a b o u t  t o  le a ve .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET ON  ( WELL)  
WITH  -l le va rs e   
( B IEN )  c o n



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET OVER

 - re c u p e ra rs e



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET RID  OF

- d e s h a c e rs e  d e

 



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GET U P  
• - le va n t a rs e
•  Wh e n  I g o t  u p  t h is  

m o rn in g  i t  w a s  s t i l l  d a rk .

 



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GIVE B ACK 

- d e vo lve r
• If  yo u  d o n 't  l ik e  t h e  d re s s ,  

t h e  s h o p  w il l  g ive  yo u  
yo u r m o n e y b a c k .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GIVE U P  
- p e rd e r la  e s p e ra n za ,  

re n d irs e  
• If  yo u  f in d  p h ra s a l  ve rb s  

d iff ic u lt ,  d o n 't  g ive  u p .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• GIVE U P  

-d e ja r ( d e  fu m a r,  
b e b e r)  

• I’ve  d e c id e d  t o  g ive  u p  
s m o k in g .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• H OLD  ON  
• e s p e ra r ( a l  
t e lé fo n o )



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• KEEP  U P  WITH  
- m a n t e n e rs e  ( a  la  

a l t u ra  d e )

•  I c a n 't  k e e p  u p  w it h  m y 
fa t h e r w h e n  w e  g o  c yc l in g  
a s  h e  g o e s  t o o  fa s t .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK AFTER

 - c u id a r 
• M y m o t h e r lo o k s  a ft e r 

t h e  c h i ld re n  w h e n  w e  g o  
a w a y.



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK FOR

- b u s c a r 
• I s p e n t  t w o  h o u rs  

lo o k in g  fo r m y g la s s e s  
b e fo re  I fo u n d  t h e m .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK FORWARD  
TO

 - e s p e ra r c o n  i lu s ió n ,  e s t a r 
d e s e a n d o  

•  - I'm  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  
t o  t h e  Ea s t e r h o l id a ys .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK IN TO 

- in ve s t ig a r 
• Th e  p o l ic e  a re  lo o k in g  

in t o  t h e  c rim e .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK OU T 
- t e n e r c u id a d o ,  ¡Ojo !  
• Lo o k  o u t !  - Th e re 's  
a  c a r c o m in g .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• LOOK U P  
- b u s c a r a lg o  ( e n  u n  

l ib ro ,  d ic c io n a rio )  

• - If  yo u  d o n 't  
u n d e rs t a n d  t h e  w o rd ,  
lo o k  it  u p  in  a  
d ic t io n a ry.



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• P U T OFF 
- p o s p o n e r,  a p la za r



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• P U T ON
- e n c e n d e r 
• P u t  o n  t h e  l ig h t ,  i t 's  

g e t t in g  d a rk .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• P U T ON

- p o n e rs e  ( la  ro p a )
•  P u t  yo u r c o a t  o n  o r 

yo u 'l l  g e t  c o ld .  /  P u t  
o n  yo u r c o a t …



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• P U T OU T

 - e xt in g u ir 
• Th e  f ire m e n  a re  
t ryin g  t o  p u t  o u t  
t h e  f ire .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• P U T U P  WITH  
-To le ra r,  a g u a n t a r,  

s o p o rt a r
• I c a n ’t  p u t  u p  w it h  l ia rs .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• RU N  OU T OF
- q u e d a rs e  s in  a lg o
• We  ra n  o u t  o f  p e t ro l  

s o  w e  h a d  t o  g e t  t h e  
b u s .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• S ET OFF

- p o n e rs e  e n  c a m in o  
• We  s e t  o ff  t o  M a d rid  a t  

f ive  o 'c lo c k  t o  a vo id  t h e  
t ra ff ic .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• S ET OFF

- a c t iva r ( u n a  
a la rm a )  

• Th e  a la rm  s e t  o ff  a t  
6  a .m .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TAKE AFTER

- p a re c e rs e  a  
• P a b lo  t a k e s  a ft e r h is  

m o t h e r: t h e y a re  b o t h  
o p t im is t ic .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TAKE OFF 
- d e s p e g a r ( a vió n ,  

e t c .)
• Th e  f l ig h t  w a s  d e la ye d  

fo r t w o  h o u rs  a n d  t h e  
p la n e  e ve n t u a l ly t o o k  o ff  
a t  6  p .m .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TAKE OFF 

- q u it a rs e  la  ro p a
• Ta k e  o ff  yo u r c o a t  a n d  

m a k e  yo u rs e lf  
c o m fo rt a b le .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TAKE OU T
•  - e xt ra e r,  s a c a r 
• H e  t o o k  o u t  a  

c ig a re t t e  a n d  l i t  i t .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TH IN K OVER
- Co n s id e ra r
• In  s u c h  a  ju s t  c a u s e ,  

t h e re  is  n o t h in g  t o  
t h in k  o ve r.



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TU RN  D OWN  

- b a ja r ( e l  vo lu m e n )  
• Tu rn  d o w n  t h e  ra d io : 

i t 's  t o o  lo u d .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TU RN  D OWN  

- re c h a za r,  d e n e g a r 
• Th e y o ffe re d  m e  t h e  

jo b ,  b u t  I t u rn e d  i t  
d o w n .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TU RN  U P  
• - s u b ir ( e l  vo lu m e n )  
• Tu rn  u p  t h e  ra d io .  I 

c a n 't  h e a r i t .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

• TU RN  ON  
- e n c e n d e r ( t e le vis ió n ,  

lu c e s  e t c .)  
• Tu rn  o n  t h e  t e le vis io n ,  

p le a s e .  I w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  
n e w s .



COM M ON  P H RAS AL 
VERB S  

En d
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