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Vocabulary: define the following terms

1. lament

16. kenning
2. shrouds

17. caesura
3. talon


18. epic hero
4. infamous

19. epic poem
5. writhing

20. scops
6. cowering

7. taut

8. sinews

9. murky

10. pilgrimage

11. livid

12. spit

13. jackals

14. Hrunting

15. ring-giver

Identify the following characters/locations:

Beowulf




Heorot

Hrothgar




Grendel’s mother

Grendel




Wiglaf

Wealtheow




the dragon
Answer the following questions:

BACKGROUND

1. Who composed Beowulf?       

2. Who wrote it down?

3. Why are there both pagan and Christian elements?

BEOWULF

1. What history exists between the tribes of Beowulf and Hrothgar?

2.  How does that influence Beowulf’s decision?

3. Why does Hrothgar’s guards insist on taking Beowulf’s weapons and those of his men?  How does he respond?

4. How does Beowulf manage to injure Grendel?  How is Beowulf’s thinking different from those of  Hrothgar’s soldiers?
5. How do the people react?

GRENDEL’S MOTHER

6. What does she do when she visits Heorot?

7.  Why does she kill the king’s best friend instead of the king?

8.  Describe her home.

THE BATTLE WITH GRENDEL’S MOTHER

9.  What challenges does Beowulf face when he fights Grendel’s mother?

10. Why can’t she kill Beowulf?

11.  What does he use to kill her?

12.  What does Beowulf find in a corner?  What does he do?

13. What are the warriors on shore thinking? Why?

14. Describe the parade back to  Heorot.

BEOWULF’S LAST BATTLE

15. Where is Beowulf now?  How many years have passed?  In general, how old might he be?

16. What terrorizes his kingdom, and why?

17. Why does Beowulf decide to take weapons and armor this time?

18. What happens when he meets the dragon?

19.  What do his men do, and why?  What problems does this create?

20.  Who is with Beowulf? What traits of a hero does this display?

21. What happens to Beowulf?  

THE DEATH OF BEOWULF

22.  What does Beowulf command Wiglaf to do?

23. What does Wiglaf say to the traitorous men?

24. What values does this decision show?

MOURNING BEOWULF

25. What do the Geats build for Beowulf?

26. What do they do with the treasure?

