The Blattle of Brighton Beach

The bank holiday began with tourists flocking to the coast but ended with them fleeing for their lives as Mods and Rockers turned beaches into battlefields. More than fifty years ago, in the spring of 1964, simmering rivalry between the groups reached a flashpoint as they clashed repeatedly on seaside piers and promenades across the country. But the worst of the violence was seen in Brighton, as families were trapped in a shocking showdown which sparked moral panic about the state of British youth. 

Tensions had been rising for some time. The Rockers were usually in their 20s or 30s. Their subculture was centred on motorcycling, and their appearance reflected that. Rockers generally wore protective clothing such as black leather jackets and motorcycle boots (although they sometimes wore brothel creeper shoes). The style was heavily influenced by Marlon Brando in the American film The Wild One. The common rocker hairstyle was a pompadour, while their music genre of choice was 1950s rock and roll, played by artists including Eddie Cochran, Gene Vincent, and Bo Diddley. The teenage Mods’ subculture, which flourished in the early 60s, was centred on fashion and continental clothes, as well as on music genres such as soul, rhythm and blues, ska, beat music and British blues-rooted bands like The Who, The Yardbirds and Small Faces. It was also based on Italian Vespa and Lambretta scooters.

They first clashed that spring on the March bank holiday in Clacton. At the Essex resort 97 people were arrested and the battle lines were drawn. After that, trouble flared from Bournemouth to Margate, up to the bank holiday of August 1964. But Brighton’s Whitsun clash was the most notorious, thanks to sensational headlines and its immortalisation in Mod flick Quadrophenia. The fights lasted two days and moved along the coast to Hastings. A small number of rockers were isolated on Brighton beach where they – despite being protected by police – were overwhelmed and assaulted by mods. Battles ran well into the night but although there were weapons – knives, chains and makeshift knuckle dusters – most scuffles involved fists and boots. Eventually calm was restored and a judge levied heavy fines.
Adapted from Wikipedia and Rod McPhee’s “Mods vs Rockers! The beach battles that rocked Britain in 1964 - and terrified bank holiday tourists” in www.mirror.co.uk

A. Choose the correct option:

1. According to the text . . . 

(a) Rockers were younger than Mods.

(b) Mods were older than Rockers.

(c) Both Rockers and Mods were the same age.

(d) Some Mods were teenagers.
2. According to the text . . . 

(a) Only Rockers used to ride motorcycles.

(b) Only Mods used to ride motorcycles.

(c) Both Rockers and Mods used to ride motorcycles.

(d) Both Rockers and Mods liked the same kind of motorcycle.
B. Are these statements true or false? Justify your answers with the precise words or phrases from the text, or use your own words:

3. It can be assumed that tourists did not enjoy their stay on the beach. 

4. The battle on Brighton Beach was a sudden outburst of violence.
5. Fights and battles between Mods and Rockers spread along the Southeastern coast.
6. Both Mods and Rockers were left unpunished.
C. Answer the following questions:
7. How different were the clothes Mods and Rockers used to wear? 
8. Which other countries had an influence on the style of Mods and Rockers?
9. What made the battle in Brighton so notorious?

10. How long did the battles during the bank holiday take?

11. Which were the weapons used in the fight?

D. Find in the text:
12. One synonym for “quay” (noun). 
13. One opposite for “unknown” (adjective). 
14. One word meaning “run away”. 
15. One word meaning “a place for facilities for vacationers”. 
16. A noun with the same root as “appear”.
17. An adjective with the same rot as “sensation” 
E. What actions should be taken nowadays to prevent fights and vandalism in public places? Write a composition of about 120 words about this topic.
	VERBS
	VERBOS
	NOUNS
	NOMBRES

	To assault
	Atacar a
	Battlefield
	Campo de batalla

	To clash
	Enfrentarse
	Battle line
	Línea de batalla

	To flare
	Ensancharse
	Boot
	Bota

	To flee
	Huir
	Calm
	Calma

	To flock
	Ir en manada
	Chain
	Cadena

	To flourish
	Florecer, crecer
	Clash
	Enfrentamiento

	To isolate
	Aislar
	Fine
	Multa

	To levy
	Imponer
	Fist
	Puño

	To overwhelm
	Agobiar, abrumar
	Flashpoint
	Detonante, punto álgido

	To restore
	Restaurar
	Flick
	Peli, película

	To simmer
	Cocer a fuego lento
	Hairstyle
	Peinado

	To spark
	Desatar, provocar, desencadenar
	Knife
	Navaja, cuchillo

	To trap
	Atrapar
	Knuckle dusters
	Nudillera

	ADJECTIVES
	ADJETIVOS
	Leather
	Cuero

	Makeshift
	Improvisado
	Motorcycle
	Motocicleta, moto

	Notorious
	De mala fama
	Pier
	Embarcadero, muelle

	Rooted
	Con raíces en, entraizado
	Pompadour
	Tupé

	Sensational
	Sensacional
	Promenade
	Paseo marítimo

	Shocking
	Impactante
	Resort
	Centro turístico

	ADVERBS
	ADVERBIOS
	Rivalry
	Rivalidad

	Eventually
	Finalmente
	Scooter
	Vespa, escúter

	Heavily
	Muy
	Scuffle
	Riña, altercado

	Repeatedly
	Repetidamente
	Showdown
	Enfrentamiento

	CHUNKS
	GRUPOS DE PALABRAS
	Weapon
	Arma

	Protective clothing
	Ropa de seguridad
	Whitsun
	Pentecostés

	
	
	Youth
	Juventud


