
Stud e n t  Nam e :      ________________________________________

Organiza t
ion

• Carefully  
organized  with  
varied  transi tions  
•Lead  grabs  
reade r ' s  atten tion  
•Conclusion  works
well  •Details  & 
parag r a p h s  are  in  
right  order
• Bibliograp hy/Wor
ks  Cited  is  
included

• Has  some  
transi t ions  •Most  
par ts  of  paper  fit  
togethe r .  
•Most  details  & 
parag r ap h s  are  in  
right  order
• Bibliography/Wor
ks  Cited  is  
included

• Few  transit ions  
used  •Too  many  
details  are  out  of  
order
• Bibliography/Wor
ks  Cited  is  
incomplet e

• Parag r ap h s  and/or  
transi t ions  missing  
•Too  many  details  are
out  of  order
• Bibliography/Works  
Cited  is  missing
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Exce e d s  Stan

dards

3
Meet s  Stand a

rds

2
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1
Well  Below  Stan

dards

Ideas  &
Conte n

t

• Writer  knows  
topic  really  well   
•  Early  Life,  
Significant  Events ,
Contributions,  
Charac t e r  Traits,  
Introduc tion  & 
Conclusion  all  
included.  
•Many  interes t ing  
details

•  Early  Life,  
Significant  Events,
Contribu tions,  
Charac t e r  Traits,  
Introduc t ion  & 
Conclusion  all  
included .  
•Write r  knows  the
topic.  
•Most  details  are  
relevant  & are  
interes ting

• Early  Life,  
Significant  Events,
Contribu tions,  
Charac t e r  Traits,  
Introduc t ion  & 
Conclusion  are  
eithe r  incomplet e  
or  insufficient  
•Write r  doesn’t  
know  enough  
about  the  topic  
•Needs  more  
details

• Early  Life,  
Significant  Events,  
Contribu tions,  
Charac t e r  Traits,  
Introduc t ion  & 
Conclusion  are  
incomple t e  or  
unaccep ta ble  
•Write r  doesn ' t  know  
topic  
• Details  lacking  
•Ideas  missing  or  
don' t  make  sense



Voice

• Writer ' s  
personali ty  comes  
through  in  a  
creative  way  
•Write r ' s  voice  is  
lively  & confiden t

•  Most  of  the  time  
the  writer ' s  voice  
& personali ty  
show  up  in  the  
writing.

• Sometimes  the  
write r ' s  voice  
comes  through  
•Wri ting  does  not  
draw  the  reade r  in

• Writing  is  flat  
•Wri te r ' s  voice  does  
not  come  through  at  
all

Word
Choic e

• Has  a  variety  of  
strong  words  
•Words  create  
vivid  pictures  in  
reade r ' s  mind

• Writing  has  some
strong  words  
•Some  words  
crea te  pictur es  in  
the  reader ' s  mind

• Too  many  dull,  
ordinary  words
•Some  words  just  
don't  fit

• Words  don't  show  
the  writer ' s  meaning  
•Read e r  is  confused  
by  the  writer ' s  choice  
of  words

Sent e n c e
Fluen cy

• Has  creative  
sentences  of  
different  kinds  & 
lengths  
•Sen ten ce s  flow,  
making  the  writing
enjoyable  to  read

• Sentences  are  
differen t  lengths  
•Sen te nc es  have  
varied  beginnings  
•Sen te nc es  fit  
togethe r  well

• Sentences  are  
too  short  or  too  
long  
•Sam e  beginnings  
used  over  and  
over  
•Read e r  is  
confused  & has  to  
re- read  for  
meaning

• Not  enough  
complet e  sentences  
•Wri ting  does  not  
make  sense

Conven t i o
ns

• Has  FEW  or  NO  
errors  in  
capitaliza tion,  
punctua tion,  
spelling  & 
gram ma r  
• Writing  is  easy  to
read

• Has  FEW  errors  
in  capitaliza tion,  
punctua t ion,  
spelling  & 
gramm a r  
•Sound s  correc t  
when  read  aloud

• Too  many  error s  
in  capitaliza tion,  
punctua t ion,  
spelling  & 
gramm a r  make  
the  writing  
difficult  to  read
• Editing  needed

• Capitaliza tion,  
punctua t ion,  spelling  
& gramm a r  mistakes  
make  the  writing  
impossible  to  read  & 
unders t a n din g .  
•Major  editing  
needed
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