
Hardwood  versus  Softwood
comparison  char t

Hardw o o d Softwo o d

Defini t i o
n

Comes  from  angio s p e r m  tree s . 
Has  vess e l  ele m e n t s  that  
transpor t  wate r  throughout  the  
wood;  under  a  microscope ,  
these  elemen t s  appea r  as  pores .

Comes  from  gymn o s p e r m
trees . When  viewed  
under  a  microscope ,  
softwoods  have  no  
visible  pore s .

Uses
Hardwoods  are  more  likely  to  be
found  in  thin g s  that  need  to  
last .

Softwoods  have  a  wide  
rang e  of  applica t i o n s .

Den s i ty high er  dens i ty lower  dens i ty

Cost more  expe n s iv e . les s  expe n s iv e .

Growth slow er  growth  rate faster  rate  of  growth

Sheddi n g
of  leave s

Hardwoods  shed  their  leave s  
over  a  period  of  time  in  autu m n
and  winter .

Softwoods  tend  to  keep  
their  needles  throughou t  
the  year.

Fire
Resis t a n c

e
More Poor  

https://www.diffen.com/difference/Angiosperm_vs_Gymnosperm

