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 WHAT IS THE AIM OF THIS PRACTICAL? 

You will discover a specific property of matter: viscosity. 

 

 WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

shampoo Washing-up 
liquid 

Honey Plastic tubes 

    

Cooking oil A bottle of 
water 

ethanol stopclock 

 

 

  

 

 A BIT OF THEORY 

Specific properties are those that can be used to identify a substance. It means for every 

substance it has a different value. 

Viscosity is the physical quantity that describes a fluid's resistance to flow. Fluids resist 

the relative motion of immersed objects through them. 

In this experiment, the viscosity of various liquids are compared. 

 

 

 WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO? 

 

1. Take one of the tubes provided. 

2. Fill the tube with liquid leaving a measured gap of 1 cm. 

3.   Ensure the bubble is at the top and the tube is held vertical. 

4.   Quickly invert the tube and measure the time it takes for the bubble to reach the top. 
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5.   Repeat this measurement for all the samples and complete the table below: 

Sample Time taken (s) 

Water  

Ethanol  

Cooking oil  

Washing-up liquid  

Shampoo  

Honey  

 

 QUESTIONS 

 

1. Which liquid is the most viscous? 

2. Which liquid is the least viscous? 

3. What is the unit of this quantity? 

4. Design a different experiment for comparing the viscosity of liquids. 

 

 FEED-BACK 

Evaluate the difficulty of this practical. Circle the number that suits the level of difficulty 

you found while going through this practical: 

Very Easy       1      2     3     4      5        Very Difficult 

 

Did you enjoy going through this practical? Circle the number that suits your choice 

Not at all             1        2       3       4        5        Very much 


