The Atmosphere
The atmosphere is the _____ of gases that surrounds the Earth. It is made up of a mixture of _____, but mainly ________ (78%) and oxygen (21%). There are also small quantities of ______ _______, ozone, and water vapour.

Without the atmosphere there would be no ____ on Earth. This is because:

· It contains oxygen, which we need to ______. It also contains carbon dioxide, which _____ need for photosynthesis.

· The carbon dioxide and other gases act as a blanket and retain the Earth’s ____.

· The ozone filters out harmful ______ rays.

The atmosphere is divided vertically into ____ layers based on temperature: the __________, stratosphere, mesosphere and thermosphere. All of the Earth’s ______ occurs in the troposphere. The most important layers are the troposphere and the __________ because ___ exists in these spheres.

The troposphere is the layer closest to _____ 's surface. Its ______ differs in different parts of the world and can vary from ___ to 15 km high. ____, snow and other weather phenomena take place in this layer.

Missing words: Earth, Rain, plants, four, carbon dioxide, height, ultraviolet, layer, nitrogen, weather, air, breathe, 8km, troposphere, stratosphere, heat, gases, life
