2º ESO GERMANIC PEOPLES

Information for you:

THE DECLINE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE Germanic tribes lived to the north of the Roman Empire. The Romans called them barbarians. The empire’s wealth and military weakness led to a series of Germanic migrations across the frontier. Some of these were violent invasions. Roman control over its northern territories gradually declined after the third century. In 395, Emperor Theodosius divided the empire between his two sons to make it easier to defend these territories. Thus, the western and eastern provinces became the Western Roman Empire and the Eastern Roman Empire. Romulus Augustulus, the last emperor of the Western Empire was deposed in 476. For some historians, this date marks the beginning of the middle Ages. 

THE GERMANIC KINGDOMS The centralized government of the Western Empire was replaced by smaller kingdoms:

• The Franks, in France. 

• The Visigoths, in Spain. 

• The Ostrogoths, and later the Lombards, in Italy. 

• The Angles and the Saxons, in Britain. 

It was dangerous to travel. Consequently, there was very little long-distance trade, and many industries disappeared. Cities declined, and people moved to the countryside. Cultural activity also declined. Some examples of Germanic art have survived, such as small churches and attractive jewellery . At first, the Romans and the Germanic tribes had different laws, customs and religions. But they gradually intermingled and in some places, the Germanic people spoke Latin and became Christians.

NOTEBOOK ACTIVITIES

1. Synonyms – Find words with the same meanings: (YOU CAN HELP THEM TO DO IT)
a) prosperity _________________ 

b) border _________________ 

c) aggressive _________________ 

d) Consequently _________________ 

e) weakened _________________ 

f) beautiful _________________ 

g) mixed together _________________ 

h) shifted _________________ 

2. Are these statements true or false? Correct the false sentences. 

a. The Germanic tribes came from Africa 

 b. Germanic tribes invaded Rome when the Romans were weak. 

c. New cities and trade routes appeared after the fall of the Roman Empire. 

d. Theodosius was the last emperor. 

3. Match words and definitions 

1 BARBARIANS 


a. Born in Arabic Peninsula 

2 BIZANTINIANS 


b. Germanic people settle down in Iberian Peninsula 

3 ARABS 



c. Romans named them as ‘foreign people’ 

4 FRANKISH 



d. Germanic people settle down in Gallia 

5 VISIGOTHS 



e. People from the Eastern Roman Empire

INTERACTION (CHOOSE STUDENTS IN ORDER TO SPEAK-CONVERSATION)
1 Where did Germanic tribes live? 

2 Which was the most powerful empire in 395? 

3 What were the major Germanic tribes? 

4 Where were the Saxons from? 

5 How did Romans call Germanic people? 

6 What led to a series Germanic people to migrate? 7 

Were Germanic invasions friendly? 

8 Who was Theodosius? 

9 What did Theodosius do? 

10 What did the western and eastern provinces become? 

11 Who was Romulus Augustulus? 

12 When was the beginning of the Middle Ages marked? 

13 How was the centralized government of the Western Empire replaced? 

14 Where did the Franks settle? 

15 Where did the Visigoths settle? 

16 Where did the Ostrogoths settle? 

17 Where did the Saxons settle? 

18 Why did many industries disappear? 

19 What happened to cities? 

20 Where did people move? 

