EXERCISES
1. Match every word with its meaning word meaning 

- Tax 




The owner of a fief 
- Great Hall 



During a war, time without fighting 
- Squire 



A young nobleman living inside another lord’s castle 
- Page 



Servant Something you must pay if you use it 
- Fief 




The most important tower inside a castle 
- Homage 



A free person but with a special contract with a lord 
- Lord 




The land owned by a lord, inside lords and serfs live 
- Serf 




A nobleman become another nobleman’s serf 
- Vassal 

With this ceremony a person becomes another person’s serf 
- Nobility 



The action of becoming lord and vassal, usually knelt 
- Truce



 The social group formed by noblemen 
- Keep 



A room inside a castle, where ceremonies take part 
- Investiture 



A not-so-young nobleman learning how to be a knight
2. Match the two halves of the sentences: 

1 The workers_________________ did not pay taxes or do manual work 
2 The nobles_________________ prayed for the spiritual salvation of the people 
3 The nobles and clergy_________________ were mainly peasants 
4 The clergy _________________ defended the population
3. Tick the correct definition of a self-sufficient village:

a) A village where families try to produce everything that grew that theirs. 
b) A village where agricultural techniques are very poor. 
c) A village where agricultural and animal husbandry are the most important economic activities

4. Choose Lords or Peasants at the beginning of each sentence: 

1.-________ possessed a demesne where everything that grew was theirs. 
2.-________lived in villages 
3.-________paid their rent in money, products or by working on the Lord´s land 
4.-________had to pay a tax to use the mill, the oven and the press 
5.-________ took a toll from merchants who crossed their land.

5.  Fill in the gaps with these words: had to, nobles, marry, war, worse, freemen, pages, peasants. 
1.- Ninety percent of the population were _____________ 
2.- ____________ were sons of nobles 
3.- The noble´s main activity was ____________ 
4.- Some peasants were __________ and had more independence 
5.- The peasants lived ____________ than noblemen 
6.- Noblewomen who did not _________ went into convents 
7.- Peasant women ____________ work 
8.- ___________ had to be ready to go to war at any time.

6. Serfs or freemen? Read the statements and decide who they refer to. 
a. They could not get married without permission. ______________ 
b. They could take personal decisions. _________________ 
c. They paid a tithe to the Church. _________________ 
d. They were not paid for their work. _________________ 
e. They could leave the fief.____________________
SPOKEN INTERACTION

1 What happened in Europe when Charlemagne died? 

2 What is feudalism? 
3 What were the causes of feudalism? 
4 What were the main social groups? 
5 What does vassal mean? 
6 Which geometrical figure can define feudal system? 
7 How were lands divided into? 
8 How were rich men called?

