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KEYS TO THE QUESTIONS:

1. Why w a s  6 t h  Jan u a ry  a n  exci ting  d ay in Pa ris?
Bec a u s e  ev e ry ye a r  o n  t his  d a t e  t h e r e  w a s  a  s p ecial 
c ele b r a tion  c alled  `T h e  Fe a s t  of Fools ´ .  The r e  w a s  a  
co m p e ti tion  a n d  t h e  u glies t  p e r so n  in t h e  c ro w d  w a s  
c hos e n  to  b e  t h e  `King  of Fools ´ .  It  w a s  co n sid e r e d  a  big  
h o no u r  to  b e  c hos e n  t h e  `Kin g ´  b e c a u s e  h e  wo uld  b e  t h e  
m o s t  im po r t a n t  m a n  in Pa ris  for  t h e  w hole  d ay.

2. Why w a s  Qu a si mo do  d e af? Was h e  also  d u m b?
H e  w a s  d e af b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  b e e n  rin gin g  t h e  b ells of 
No t r e  Da m e  for  m a ny ye a r s  a n d  t h e  noise  m a d e  hi m  d e af. 
No,  h e  w a s n ´ t .  H e  w a s  d e af, b u t  n o t  d u m b.

3. Ho w  did  Qu a simo do feel a bo u t  b ein g  t h e  `King  of Fools ´?
Qu a si mo do h a d  a  look of joy on  his  u s u ally s e riou s,  s a d  
face.  H e  w a s  p r o u d  to  b e  t h e  c e n t r e  of a t t e n tion.

4. Who w a s  Es m e r ald a?  Desc rib e  h er.
S h e  w a s  a  you n g  gyp sy gi rl. S h e  w a s  a bo u t  1 6  ye a r s  old  
a n d  ve ry b e a u tiful. S h e  w a s  t all a n d  slim a n d  h a d  s m all 
fee t .  H e r  la r g e ,  bl ack  ey es  s ho n e  in h e r  h a p py, s miling  
fac e.  H e r  lon g  bl ack  h ai r  fell a ro u n d  h e r  s ho uld e r s .  S h e  
w a s  d r e s s e d  in a  colou rful gyp sy d r e s s .

5. Who w a s  Paq u e t t e?Did s h e  like  Es m e r ald a?
Pa q u e t t e  w a s  a  r e clus e  w ho  lived  alon e  in a  tiny roo m  in 
t h e  d a r k e s t  co r n e r  of t h e  s q u a r e .
No,  s h e  did n ' t .  S h e  alw ays  s ho u t e d  a t  Es m e r ald a  a n d  
c u r s e d  h e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a t e d  t h e  gypsy wo m a n ' s  so n g s  
a n d  d a n c e s .

6. Why w a s  t h e r e  a  s m all b e d  in fron t  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  to  
No t r e  Da m e?
Bec a u s e  u n w a n t e d  b a bie s  w e r e  left  t h e r e .  People  co uld  
t ak e  a ny b a by t h ey w a n t e d  fro m  t h e r e  a n d  k e e p  it.Thos e  
b a bies  w ho  w e r e   no t  t ak e n  wo uld  b e  p u t  in a n  
o r p h a n a g e .



7. Ho w  did  p eo ple  w ho  s a w  t h e  c hild r e a c t?  Wh a t  did  t h ey 
w a n t  to  do  wi th  it?
They w e r e  t e r rified  of t h e  b a by b e c a u s e  t h ey t ho u g h t  it  
w a s  a  m o n s t er.
Peo ple  w a n t e d  to  kill hi m  b e c a u s e  t h ey t ho u g h t  h e  wo uld  
b rin g  t h e m  b a d  luck.

8. Wh a t  h a p p e n e d  to  Qu a simo do af t e r  h e  a t t a ck e d  
Es m e r ald a?
The  soldie r s  ti ed  hi m  wi th  s t ro n g  ro p e s  a n d  took hi m  a t  
t h e  Cou r t  of Jus tice.

9. Wh a t  t e r rible  t hin g  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  Paq u e t t e  1 6  ye a r s  
a go?
S h e  g av e  bi r t h  to  a  b e a u tiful b a by gi rl a n d  on e  d ay s h e  
left  h e r  alon e  a n d  w h e n  s h e  c a m e  b a ck  t h e  b a by w a s  n o t  
t h e r e .  Paq u e t t e  foun d  a  b a g  wi t h  a n  u gly a n d  d efo r m e d  
boy insid e.  S h e  s u s p e c t e d  t h e  gypsie s  h a d  t ak e n  h e r  b a by 
a n d  h a d  left  t h e  u gly c hild  w hich  no bo dy w a n t e d.

1 0.Ho w did  t h e  c ro w d  r e a c t  w h e n  Qu a si mo do  w a s  b e a t e n?
The  official to r t u r e r  hi t  hi m  wi th  hi s  w hip  a n d  t h e  c row d  
lau g h e d  a n d  a p pla u d e d.  They s a w  it a s  a n  exci tin g  
s p e c t a cle.

1 1.Why w a s  t h e  jud g e  c e r t ain  t h a t  Es m e r ald a  h a d  s t a b b e d  
P ho e b u s?Who w a s  t h e  r e al  m u r d e r e r?
Bec a u s e  h e  w a s  c e r t ain  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  wi tc h  a n d  s h e  w a s  
t h e  only on e  w ho  The  r e al  m u r d e r e r  w a s  t h e  p rie s t  Clau d e .

1 2.  Ho w  did  Es m e r ald a  r e a c t  to  Clau d e’s d e cl a r a tion  of 
love?
S h e  looke d  a t  hi m  wi th  fea r  a n d  h a t e .  S h e  d e t e s t e d  hi m  
b e c a u s e  h e  killed  Pho e b u s.

1 3.Why w a s  Paq u e t t e  h a p py t h a t  Es m e r ald a  w a s  goin g  to  
die?
Bec a u s e  s h e  h a t e d  gypsies .  Accor din g  to  h er, t h ey w e r e  
wi tc h e s  a n d  c hild t hieves.  On e  gypsy s tole  h e r  b a by 1 6  



ye a r s  a go.

1 4.  Ho w  did  Qu a si mo do s ave  Es m e r ald a?
H e  u s e d  a  ro p e  to  s win g  hi m s elf do w n  n ext  to  Es m e r ald a.  
H e  pick e d  u p  t h e  you n g  gi rl a n d  h e r  li t tl e  go a t  in his  s t ro n g  
a r m s  a n d  r a n  in to  t h e  Ca t h e d r a  wi th  t h e m.

1 5.Wh e n  did  Clau d e  fin ally u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  Es m e r ald a  
wo uld  n ev e r  b e  his?
Wh e n  h e  offe r e d  to  h elp  h e r  b u t  s h e  s aid  t h a t  s h e  only loved
P ho e b u s  a n d  s h e  wo uld  p r efe r  to  die  t h a n  b e  wit h  hi m.

SU M MARY

In 15th century Paris, Clopin the puppeteer tells the story of Quasimodo, the 
misshapen but gentle-souled bell ringer of Notre Dame, who was nearly killed
as a baby by Claude Frollo, the Minister of Justice. But Frollo was forced by 
the Archdeacon of Notre Dame to raise Quasimodo as his own. Now a young 
man, Quasimodo is hidden from the world by Frollo in the belltower of the 
cathedral. But during the Festival of Fools, Quasimodo, cheered on by his 
gargoyle friends Victor, Hugo, and Laverne, decides to take part in the 
festivities, where he meets the lovely gypsy girl Esmeralda and the handsome
soldier Phoebus. The three of them find themselves ranged against Frollo's 
cruelty and his attempts to destroy the home of the gypsies, the Court of 
Miracles. And Quasimodo must desperately defend both Esmeralda and the 
very cathedral of Notre Dame.


